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FOREWORD

Foreword

I am pleased to present Australia’s Fourth National Communication to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change. This report summarises Australia’s domestic and international actions to meet its obligations under the Convention
and its Kyoto greenhouse gas emissions target.

Climate change is a serious global challenge that will require sustained action by all greenhouse gas emitting nations over
many generations. Australia is certainly vulnerable to its impacts, both economically and environmentally, and is taking
comprehensive action to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions for the Kyoto period and beyond.

The Australian Government’s Climate Change Strategy sets out clear, practical steps to reduce emissions across all sectors of
the economy and community. Importantly, the Strategy successfully integrates emissions management with Australia’s unique
economic circumstances in relation to energy.

The Climate Change Strategy also provides the foundations for a long-term response to climate change, including investing
in the development of low emissions technologies, and understanding the science, addressing the risks, capturing the
opportunities and preparing for the unavoidable consequences of climate change.

The Australian Government has already committed $1.8 billion to address climate change. This, together with additional
funding and complementary initiatives by state and territory governments and the efforts of business and the community,
underlines Australia’s commitment to an effective domestic greenhouse response.

Australia is also pursuing a comprehensive global response to climate change through active participation in the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and other international forums. We are also engaging directly with our
international partners and neighbours, such as through the Asia—Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate,
launched in July 2005.

Australia is proud of its climate change management record and we remain committed to working with our international
partners in responding to this global challenge.

Lo bxt

Senator the Hon Ian Campbell
Minister for the Environment and Heritage
28 November 2005
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